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As we enter our second month of the

third nine weeks I would like to thank all

the parents and guardians who have

ensured their students are checking in,

getting on to their live classes and

turning in their work. Please continue to

reach out with any technology issues.

We are looking at possibly returning in a

hybrid model in March. If you are

interested in touring the school in order

to view the changes that have been

made in order to keep your student safe,

please call or email me to set up an

appointment. The district will send out

more information once a decision has

been made.

A few reminders. Students are expected

to check in every morning and afternoon

by either using the online check-in form

or by calling or texting Ms. Anita (505)

362-2876. Students must attend their 

morning and afternoon sessions

with their teachers. Art, PE and

Bilingual are also required.

Thank you again for all your

support. Please feel free to call me

at 505-290-1685 or email me at

jatencio@cuba.k12.nm.us.
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What's New

Important Dates

February 9-12-Rock Your 

                  School Week

February 15- No School



Alfreeta Sandoval-Kindergarten

Where did you graduate from high

school?

Cuba High School

Where did you attend college?

Grand Canyon University

How many years have you taught?

A long time- 38 years

Where have you taught?

Eagle Butte,S.D, NaNeelzhiin ji olta,

Lybrook, and Cuba Elementary

What accomplishment fills you with

pride so far this year?

Trying to tackle the technology and

getting to the area I want to be able to

present daily lessons to my students.

How do you spend your summer breaks?

Mostly gardening, working around my

house and yard.

What is your first memory

 from school?

Getting on a school bus and 

riding through Albuquerque (

eastside)

What’s a school sport or activity you

enjoy watching?

I pretty much enjoy most sports,

but like Volleyball, football, Soccer,

etc,  my second major was P.E.

What is one of your hidden talents?

I love scrapbooking and making

cards.

If you won the lottery and decided

to give up teaching, what would

you do instead?

Travel and go hiking in some

national parks with my kids.

Rizalyn Fontanilla-2nd Grade
 

Where did you graduate from high

school?

Ilocos Sur Polytechnic State College

Tagudin, Campus

Where did you attend college?

Don Mariano Marcos Memorial State

University - Mid-La Union Campus

(DMMMSu-MLUC)

How many years have you taught?

12 years and 9 months

Where have you taught?

Maliclico Elementary School

Old Sudipen Elementary School

Duplas Elementary School

What accomplishment fills you with

pride so far this year?

I am so proud that I am with the

team of Cuba Elementary School to

impart knowledge and wisdom to

the students.

 

How do you spend your summer

breaks?

I spend my summer breaks by going

to the beach with my family and do

some worthwhile activities

What is your first memory from

school?

When I was just three years old, I felt

afraid when my mom left me in the

Nursery school 

What’s a school sport or activity you

enjoy watching?

I enjoy playing and watching Tennis

What is one of your hidden talents?

Cooking and dancing

If you won the lottery and decided to

give up teaching, what would you do

instead?

If I won the lottery I will put up my

own private school and some of it

will be given in a charity



Helen Garrett-First Grade
Where did you graduate from high

school?

Aldine High School in Houston,

Texas

Where did you attend college?

UNM 

How many years have you taught?

32 years (15 of those here at Cuba

Elementary}

Where have you taught?

Counselor Mission School,

Kirkpatrick Elementary in

Nashville, TN. And here at Cuba

Elementary

What accomplishment fills you

with pride so far this year?

I am thankful that I have been able

to keep up with the technology so

far and I have enjoyed seeing

students as they read and interact

online.

How do you spend your summer

breaks?

I like to read and get out and walk.

I also like to do jigsaw puzzles. 

What is your first memory from

school?

I remember playing on the

climbing bars at recess and

reading in class. 

What’s a school sport or activity you

enjoy watching?

I like to watch volleyball the best.

What is one of your hidden talents?

I don’t think I have a talent but I

really like hunting for sea glass

when I am able to get to the gulf

coast. I’m pretty good at finding it

hidden among rocks.

Martha Montoya- Fourth Grade
Where did you graduate from high school?

I graduated from Cuba High School

Where did you attend college?

I attended college for a bachelor degree

from  NMHU and Walden University for a

masters degree.

How many years have you taught?

I have been teaching for 20 years

Where have you taught?

I have taught for Cuba Independent

(18yrs.) and Jemez Mountain Schools

(2yrs.) 

What accomplishment fills you with pride

so far this year?

The accomplishment that fills me with

pride this year is watching how far our

students have come with understanding

technology and the willingness they all

have to help each other when they are

having a technical issue.

How do you spend your summer breaks?

I spend my summer breaks spending

valuable time with my kids. I have been

blessed with a granddaughter 19 months of

age now that I spend lots of great time with

as well. We enjoy most anything outdoors. 

 Camping, shooting and archery sports.  Our

latest summer hobby is mountain biking.

My favorite location for biking is Durango

Colorado.

What is your first memory from school?

My first memory of school as a child is my

kindergarten teacher playing the piano for

all our circle time gatherings.  She would

tell stories with her music and sometimes

she’d play music for our fun chasing

games.

What’s a school sport or activity you enjoy

watching?

I have always enjoyed watching volleyball

and track and field events but of course a

Friday night of football under the lights is

really enjoyable as well.   

What is one of your hidden talents?

One of my hidden talents is to play the

guitar, not at a professional level, but I can

play a few tunes that someone would

recognize.  I can’t deny hitting a few heavy

metal tunes  on the electric guitar is super

fun, but… I need a lot more practice with

those ones. :) 

If you won the lottery and decided to give

up teaching, what would you do instead?

If I won the lottery, I would buy myself a

race car and become a racecar driver.  I

have always dreamed of that and have

always thought it would be a blast.



African American History Month was

created to focus attention on the

contributions of African Americans to

the United States.

It honors all African American people

from all periods of U.S. history, from the

enslaved people first brought over from

Africa in the early 17th century to African

Americans living in the United States

today. 

At CES we want to make sure we

celebrate and share all cultures,

everyday, and in our all of our practices. 

Since we are celebrating Rock Your

School Week Spotify/YouTube some 

 African American musicians who forever 

changed music!

         Bob Marley:  Three Little Birds

 

         Aretha Franklin:  Respect

         Sam Cooke: What a Wonderful   

                                 World

         Charley Patton: Down the Dirt Road   

                                        Blues

African American
History Month

Check out the read aloud of this book at:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=50q8gQBeGzc





Student Spotlight
Things we are doing in class 

1st Grade 
Studying the Night Sky

Zane Dudley

                    Chanelle Jim

Cordarius Toledo

                    Tierra Toledo                    Nyla Wilson

                    Keyonnah Yazzie                 Katelina Trujillo

                    Cameron Dominguez       



2nd Grade has a new teacher!
Meet Ms. Rizalyn Fontanilla

                    Dom Castillo
                    Tiana Castillo

                    Aubrey Herrera

                   Akeeah Mitchell

                    Hailey Vigil

                    Darren Yazzie

                        Lily Bee Brennan



Third Grade
Expository Writing

Jacob Dominguez

Arius Martinez



Ty SalazarAlycia Herrera

Meisha Castillo

In Fabulous Grade Five our project theme this quarter is Comic Books! All of our fifth graders
have amazing artistic abilities and we wanted them to showcase their skills by developing
their own comic books that integrate all of our class content! In this project, students are
challenged to create an engaging and meaningful comic book that will teach others about

mathematical modeling and reasoning with support from their lessons in reading and
science. Students will have the opportunity to discover the imaginary worlds of superheroes

in order to generate problems that their favorite characters might face. Throughout the
project, students will reflect on the ways in which the problems they create in their comic

books mirror real-life situations. 

Comic Storyboarding
Fabulous Fifth Grade!


